I. 1945-1972: The changing attitude of Britain towards Europe

A. Churchill and the construction of Europe (1945-1949)

- Present the document and its context (in the world and in Europe). Where was the speech delivered, and why was that important?

Speech delivered by Churchill, PM of the UK, one year after the end of WWI; beginning of the reconstruction and omens of the Cold War. This speech was delivered in Zurich, Switzerland, which remained neutral during the war. 
- In what way did Churchill think Europe should evolve? With what project?
- Which countries were supposed to be the leaders of this project? 
- What about the role of the UK?
Source 1: Speech by Sir Winston Churchill Zurich, 19th September 1946

“What is this sovereign remedy? It is to re-create the European Family, or as much of it as we can, and to provide it with a structure under which it can dwell in peace, in safety and in freedom. We must build a kind of United States of Europe. In this way only will hundreds of millions of toilers be able to regain the simple joys and hopes which make life worth living. […] 

I am going to say something that will astonish you. The first step in the recreation of the European Family must be a partnership between France and Germany. In this way only can France recover the moral and cultural leadership of Europe. There can be no revival of Europe without a spiritually great France and a spiritually great Germany. The structure of the United States of Europe, if well and truly built, will be such as to make the material strength of a single state less important. Small nations will count as much as large ones and gain their honour by their contribution to the common cause. […]

 […] In all this urgent work, France and Germany must take the lead together. Great Britain, The British Commonwealth of Nations, mighty America and I trust Soviet Russia - for then indeed all would be well - must be the friends and sponsors of the new Europe and must champion its right to live and shine.”

At the end of WWII, Churchill called for a future federation of non Communist Western European nations in order to maintain peace and prosperity in the continent, in the context of the beginning Cold War. He even called his idea “the United States of Europe” 

But already, he planned on giving the leading roles to France and Germany (which was to be forgiven), not the UK…

When the Council of Europe was founded in 1949, the UK participated in it, but kept its sovereignty, and was only bound to it by conventions. 

Sovereignty is a doctrine which supports the notion of keeping the political power of a nation against supranational authorities. 

It opposes federalism, which is when a group of members are bound together by agreement, and the national governments devolve part of their power to a higher authority. 

B. 1949-1961 When the UK was reluctant to join Europe

On 9 May 1950, French foreign minister Robert Schuman made a famous statement to propose to place the Franco-German production of coal and steel under one common High Authority. This organization would be open to participation to other European countries. 
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Source 2: David Low, Daily Herald. 06.06.1950, n° 10 864. London. 

(on the chair is a portrait of British Prime Minister Clement Atlee saying “Yours (practically)”
1. What’s the historical context of this source, in the World? In Europe? 
Reconstruction after WWII, Cold War, Schuman’s proposal for cooperation in terms of coal and steel production (= “Schuman Plan”). 
2. Describe and explain the source.
Foreground: 6 men (= European leaders) working at a table. We understand they’re discussing the Schuman plan (poster on the wall) and more precisely the “democratic control of a supranational authority”. 

Background: The portrait of British PM Clement Atlee on a chair in front of an open door (cf. title of the cartoon), saying “sincerely yours”. 

The cartoonist wants to show that the UK isn't really taking part in the negotiations about the Schuman plan. 

3. What is the position of the UK in the construction of the ECSC (European Coal and Steel Community)? 
The UK doesn’t want to participate in the ECSC because it wishes to keep its sovereignty and refuses to obey a “supranational authority”. 
Even if W. Churchill was the first to call for a “European family”, the UK didn’t agree to join any form of cooperation until 1961. 

It refused to obey a supranational authority. The UK felt strong thanks to its historical friendship with the USA and its links with the Commonwealth so it thought it didn’t need the European community and refused to participate in any negotiation.
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the ECSC (European Coal and Steel Community) was created… without the UK. 
In 1957, the EEC (European Economic Community). was created… without the UK.

C. 1961-1973: when Europe doesn’t want the UK

In 1961, Kennedy became president and made it clear that the “special relationship” between the UK and the USA was “no longer important”. In the mean time, UK’s economy was becoming weaker, and the support of the British Commonwealth decreased. That’s why in 1961, Prime Minister MacMillan decided to apply to enter the EEC. 
Source 3: What’s the historical context of this source? Across the world? In Europe? 

In the world: Kennedy is less attached to the special relationship with the UK; decolonization has started so the UK can’t count on its Empire anymore, and it faces an economic crisis.

In Europe, the EEC was created in 1957 without the UK. De Gaulle is the French president.

Describe and explain the source: How did the EEC react to the UK’s application to join the community? 

The scene takes place in London (double-decker bus, Big Ben…). We can see a man (British Prime minister MacMillan) who would like to get on the bus. And another man (French president De Gaulle) prevents him from entering. Inside the bus, 5 other men (the leaders of the countries belonging to the EEC) are watching, but don’t want to intervene. The cartoonist wants to show that in Europe, De Gaulle is the real leader and he’s the one who refused the UK’s entry in the EEC, not the other countries. 

NB: number of the bus line: 6 = number of countries in the EEC. Destination: “Euromarket” (= marché unique), via “Paris” (once again, this proves that all main decisions for Europe are taken in Paris. “Gaulloise”: the Gauloises were a very famous French cigarette brand until the 1980s. Here, it’s written with 2 “l”s to refer once again to De Gaulle. 
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« Source 3 : « The nightmare of the Prime minister » ; Bitte recht freundlich, Ein Rückblick auf das Jahr 1968 gesehen und aufgezeichnet von F. Behrendt. [s.l.]: Fritz Behrendt, 1968.

But in France, President De Gaulle was strongly opposed to the USA and thought that the UK was still too close to America. He also thought that with the help of the Commonwealth, the UK would still be strong enough to take the leadership of the EEC. That’s why he vetoed the entry of the UK in the EEC twice, in 1961 and 1967. 

The UK finally joined the EEC on January 1st, 1973 (De Gaulle resigned and was replaced by Pompidou, who was less anti-American). 
